
This substance is obtained by a chemical process
similar to that employed for precipitating com-

plex proteids, and is called a "ferment" by the
writer. We give his conclusions :

The substance is readily soluble in water and
glycerine, but not in ether or alcohol, though
the latter do not destroy its action. Its power is
not affected by weak alkalies, but is by carbolic
and hydrochloric acid. Its properties are destroy¬
ed by the digestive juices, and by heating to 45o
C. The substance has decided "immunizing"
as well as disinfecting properties, that are re¬

tained for a long time in a glycerine extract. It
does not convert fibrin into peptone, nor starches
into sugar.

EDITORIAL NOTES AND ITEMS.

A Unique Case.\p=m-\Weextract the following
from the last issue of the British MedicalJournal:
"A nice point of law has lately been debated
before a French court. The question was whe-
ther an operation on a dead body by an unquali-
fied person came within the meaning of the enact-
ment forbidding the illegal practice of medicine.
It appears that a pregnant woman had just died,
the cause of death not being stated. The cure of
the village, who had been with her in her last
moments, induced a neighbor who was in the
room to perform C\l=ae\sareansection on the corpse
with a view of saving the child. The operation
was successful, but the operator was brought
before the magistrate and fined 15 francs for
having been guilty of illegal practice of medi-
cine."

Another Case of Hyperpyrexia.\p=m-\Inthis
Journal of date March 21st, 1891, appeared the
report of a case of hyperpyrexia by Dr. Gal-
braith, of Omaha, Neb., and now we learn of
another case equally quite as unaccountable, and
which was reported at the May meeting of the
Memphis Medical Society by Drs. Jones and Sale.
The patient was a girl fourteen years of age, of
bright and happy disposition, of good family,
and " thoroughly trustworthy." There does not
seem to be any chance or object for deception,
the readings being taken in full sight and with
the clothing removed. The mouth, axilla and
rectum were the parts tested by numerous ther¬
mometers, and a considerable number of observa¬
tions were made. No less than eight thermome-

ters were broken because not admitting of a

sufficient expansion of the mercurial column.
An instrument was ordered which would register
as high as 1500 F. Observations with this ther¬
mometer showed normal, then 1150, subsequently
135o, and still later 1500. After this it was placed
in the axilla, when the expanding mercury de¬
stroyed the instrument. The rise in temperature
is of but short duration. Altogether the case is
striking, and does not at present admit of an easy
solution.

The Association of German Alienists will
meet at Weimar on September 18 and 19. Among
the questions to be discussed are the following :
' ' Prophylaxis of Tuberculosis in Lunatic Asy¬
lums," "Responsibility and Criminality,"
"Drunkenness in Relation to Responsibility,"
' ' The Present Condition of the Aphasia Ques¬
tion," "Care of Epileptics," "Employment of
Hypnosis in Lunatic Asylums."

Jewish Immunity to Cancer Denied.—B.
W. Richardson (Asclepiad) denies the statement
recently put forth of an almost, if not total, im¬
munity of the Jewish race from cancerous affec¬
tions. This observer has had no inconsiderable
number of cancerous cases in Jews under his care,
and found no noteworthy difference in the occur¬

rence of the disease. Tuberculosis, however, he
maintains is, according to his observations, much
less prevalent in Jews than in Christians.

English Esteem for an American Physi¬
cian.—Very outspoken expressions of esteem are

observed in the English medical press regarding
the late Dr. Fordyce Barker. Dr. Barker fre*
quently visited upon the other side of the Atlan¬
tic, and always had an earnest welcome in the
conferences of the first medical bodies in Eng¬
land. His worth was fully appreciated, and his
nobleness and geniality recognized.

Senn's Method of Intestinal Anastomo¬
sis.—-At the Surgical Clinic of Tuesday, June
23rd, at Rush Medical College, the spectators had
the first opportunity during Prof. Senn's present
incumbency of observing the operation for the
production of an intestinal anastomosis between
the lower part of the ileum and the transverse
section of the colon, thus severing from the fecal
circulation the ileo-caecal portion of the gut.
The operation was done for the relief of malig¬
nant disease involving the head of the colon,
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Senn's method, by means of the longitudinal in¬
cision and the employment of the decalcified
bone plates, was used. The operation, together
with Parker's exploration of the post-caecal re¬

gion, and all of which was conducted by easy
stages, required about one hour and twenty min¬
utes, and was highly interesting throughout.

SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.

Pennsylvania State Medical Society.
Forty-first Annual Session.

The society met at Reading, June 2d to 5th,
there being over 300 delegates present from all
parts of the state. The annual address by Dr.
Alex. Craig, the president, was devoted to the
consideration of the changes which have occurred
since the organization of this body at the same

place in 1849. At the present session, the incor¬
poration having been accomplished, it now met
as an incorporated body. The delegates in many
instances came in stage coaches and numbered
from nine counties. He alluded to the recent
failure of the effort to obtain from the State
Legislature a law to create a Board of Medical
Examiners. All others are protected by law
except the doctors.

Over 2,000 copies of the Transactions are dis¬
tributed yearly, the cost being defrayed by an
assessment upon each county society. A com¬
mittee was appointed to aid the committee on the
Rush monument of the American Medical Asso¬
ciation, of one from each county.

The address in medicine by Dr. J. C. Lange,
of Pittsburgh, was devoted to

THERAPEUSIS : NEW REMEDIES AND THEIR USE
BY THE PROFESSION.

He alluded to the present method of forcing the
many proprietary remedies upon the market, the
obtaining of certificates and the ethical question
connected therewith. The delusions of condu¬
rango, chian turpentine, kairine, the antipyretics,
etc. The latest, called by an unscientific name,
capitalized with thousands of dollars, is alleged
to be fraudulent and to consist of an amelide and
bicarb, of soda. Yet the medical journals are
liberally supplied with commendations of it as an

analgesic, antipyretic and anodyne. Indeed, a

professer of therapeutics, during the last winter,
dwelt upon it in his lectures in such a manner
that students were in doubt, so wide was its use¬

fulness, as to which deserved first rank, this or

opium. Nothing succeeds like success, hence the
advertiser invites us to call at his works and sup¬
plies us with knives, blotters, etc. He alluded
to the value of the certificates printed, etc.

Dr.  .  . Brumbaugh, of Huntingdon, de¬
livered the

ADDRESS IN HYGIENE,
which forcibly depicted the errors so constantly
found in homes, etc., in the sanitary surround¬
ings, leading to diphtheria, typhoid, etc.

A paper by Dr. Batten, Pittsburgh, on

tape worm,
was devoted to that form originating from the
use of raw or poorly-cooked  beef, this being the
form most frequently encountered. His treatment
was the use of the oil of turpentine, tablespoonful
doses, after a light meal. In one case he ordered
fasting for a week and the use of vinegar in quan¬
tities as much as could be drank. Another took
the pumpkin seeds with turpentine, fasting. In
each the worm was expelled and a cure followed.
He then alluded to the use of kameela, and male
fern, chloroform, cocoanut, etc., regarding these
equally good, sometimes requiring a variation,
according to results. A spirited discussion fol¬
lowed, showing the taenicides to be much less
limited than had been believed.

A very interesting paper by Dr. Cleaver was
entitled
the history of the medical profession in

berks county.

The report of the Legislative Committee gave
some idea of the intricate mazes to be threaded
by those who endeavor to obtain legislation for
the benefit of the profession, the bill having
passed after numerous amendments in the upper
house, only to be killed by the efforts of the
irregulars and others who pretended to oppose
"class legislation." In spite of this the society
determined to persevere, and the committee was
continued this year, the legislature not meeting
till 1893, to work up the profession throughout
the state, so that in the next effort the support
would be more earnest and beneficial.

Dr. J. M. Andrews read a paper on

SUBACUTE PLEURITIS.
He believed that a single full dose of antifebrin

would abort some cases. In a cachectic case,
digitalis is useful. Quinine is of great value.
Effusion occurring, what is to be done? We
must limit or arrest the effusion, and when pres¬
ent, remove it. Combat the inflammation, rub
in iodine freely on the chest, eschew blisters,
poultices, and the like, as they increase the
amount of fluid. Absorption may occur unless
the proportion of leucocytes is great. Arterial
sedatives are injurieus. So with antipyretics
after the effusion. Quinine is of great value ; 2

grains every three hours, till the temperature
falls. The removal of the effusions important.
Diaphoretics are objectionable, they depress too
much, especially jaborandi. Iodide of iron is
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